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A Generous tear will Caledonia ſhed ? 


Her ancient, foe, illuſtrious Johnſon's dead: 
Mac-Offian's)ſons may now ſecurely reſt, 


| Safe from the bitter ſneer, the cynick jeſt (1). 

Loſtis the man, who ſcarce deigns Gray to praiſe, 

But from the grave calls Blackmore's leepinglays; 
| | A paſſport 


(1) “ A Scotchman muſt be a ſturdy moraliſt, who does 


not prefer Scotland to truth,” Johnſon's Joarney to the Weſt 
ern [let of Scotland, 


„ 
A paſſport grants to Pomfret's diſmal chimes, 


| To Yalden's hymns, and Watts's holy rhimes (2) 
| | 15 


(a) „ The Poems of Dr. Watts were by my tecommenda- 
ton inſerted in this colleQion the readers of which are to im - 
pute to me whatever pleafure or wearlueſh they may find in the 
peruſal of Blackmore, Watte, Pomfret and Valden.“ John» 


ons Life of Watts, 


"The following ſpecimen of thelr productlons may be ſuſ⸗ 
ficient to enable the reader to judge of their reſpeQive me- 


ris} 


* Alas, Jeruſalem! alas! where's now 
Thy priſtine glory, thy unmatch'd renown, 
% To which the heathen monarchies did bow? 
% Ah, hapleſs, miſerable town!“ 
Eleazar“ Lamentation over Jeruſalem, 
paraphraſed by Pomftet. 


* Before the Almighty Artiſt fram'd the ſky, 
| Or gave the earth its harmony, 
| | « His firſt command was for thy light; 
e view'd the lovely birth, and bleſſed it: 
| « Ii purple ſwaddling banas it ſtruggling lay, 
| „ Old Chaos then a cheatful ſmile put on, 
| * And from thy beauteous form did firſt preſage its on.“ 


s 


Yalden's Hymn to Light. 


40 My 


199 1 
By ſubtle doubts would Swiſt's fair fame in- 


F vade, 


And round his brows the ray of glory ſhade (4); 
With 


* My chearful foul now all the day 
it ity waiting here and fing 
i Looks through the ruins of her clay, 
% And praQtifes her wings, 
« O, rather let this fleſh decay, 
« The ruins wider grow | 
% Till glad to foe the enlarged way, 
« I ſtretch my pinions through.“ 
A Sight of Heaven in Sichneſt, by Inc Watts. | 


(3) “ He ſeemed to me to have an unaccountable prejudice 
againſt Swift, He ſaid to-day—l doubt if the Tale of a Tub 
was hisz it has ſo much more thinking, more knowledge, 

more power, more colour, than any of the works that are in- 
diſputably his. If it was his, I ſhall only ſay, it was ih- | 
fibi,” Boſwell's Tour to the Hebrides, p. 38. | 4 

Doctor Johnſon's ** unaccountable prejudice againſt Swift" 

may probably be derived from the ſame ſource as Blackmore's, . 


if we may venture to form a judgment from the panegyrick he 
beſtows on the following groundleſs invective, expreſsly aimed 


at Swift as the author of A Tale of a Tab, which he quotes in 
his life of Blackmore: Several, in their books, have many 
: farcaſtical | 


writing been publiſhed in a pagan or popi/h nation, who are 


\ 


[8 ] 

With poignant taunt mild Shenſtone's liſe ar- 
raigns, 

His taſte contemns, and ſweetly-flowing trains ; 

At 


ſarcaſtical and ſpiteful ſtrokes at religion in general z while 
others make themſelves pleaſant with the principles of the Chriſ- 
tian, Of the laſt kind, this age has ſeen a moſt audacious ex- 
ample, in the book intituled ** 4 Tale of a Tub.” Had this 


juſtly impatient of all indignity offered to the eſtabliſhed reli- 
gion of their country, no doubt but the author would have 


received the puniſhment he deſerved,—But the fate of this im- 


pious buffoon is very different z for in a proteſtant kingdom, 
zealous of their civil and religious immunities, he has not only 
eſcaped affronts and the effects of publick reſentment, but has 
been carreſſed and patroniſed by perſons of great figure of all 
denominations, 


The malevolent dullneſs of bigotty alone could have in- 
ſpired Blackmore with theſe ſentiments, The fa is, that 
the Tele of @ Tus is a continued patiegytick on the Church of 


England, and a bitter ſatire on Popety, Calviniſm and every 


ſect of diſſenters, At the ſume time I am perſuaded, that 
every reader of taſte and diſcernment will perceive In many 
parts of 8wift%s other writings, ſtrong internal proofs of that 
ſtyle which eharacterlſes the Tale of Tus efpecially In the 

 Publich 


18 


At zealous Milton aim his tory dart, 
But in his Savage finds a moral heart ; 


Publick Spirit of the Whigs, It is well known, that he affected 
ſimplicity, and ſtudiouſly avoided any diſplay of learning, 
except where the ſubje& made it abſolutely neceſſary, Tem- 
potary, local, and political topicks compoſe too great a part 
of his works z but in a treatiſe that admitted“ more thinking, 
more knowledge,” &c. he naturally exerted his powers, 
Let us hear the author himfelf on this point, | 


« The greateſt part of that book was finiſhed above thirteen 
years ſince, (1696) which is eight years before it was publiſh= 
ed, The author was then young, his invention at the height, 
and his reading freſh in his head.“ And again: ** Men ſhoulC 
be more cautious In loſing their time, if they did but conſider, 
that to anſwer a book effectually requireth more pains and (kill, 
mote wit, learning and judgment than were employed in wilt- 
Ing it—And the author affureth thoſe gentlemen, who have 
Even themſelves that trouble with him, that his diſcourſe Is 
the product of the ſtudy, the obſervation, and the invention 
of ſeveral heuer that he often blotted out more than he left 1 
wid If his papers had not been u long time gut of his peſſeſ- 
ſon, they muſt fill have undergone mere ſevere certe Alen.“ 
An Abilocy for the Tale of A T. With reſpeft to this work 
belng the prodution of 8wiſt, lee hls letter bo the ptinter, 

B Me. 


4 


L 10 
At great Naſſau deſpiteful rancour flings (4), 
But penſion'd kneels ev'n to uſurping kings: 
Rich, old and dying, bows his laurel'd head, 
And almoſt deigns to aſk ſuperfluous bread (5). 


A sceyT1c once, he taught the letter'd throng 


To doubt the (DIE AF fam'd Oſſian's ſong ; 
| | Yet 


Mr. Benjamin Tooke, dated Dublin, June 29, 1910, and 
Tooke's Anſwer on the publication of the Apolegy and a new 
edition of the Tale of Tub. Hawkeſworth's edition of Swift's 
Works, 8vo. vol. xvi. p. 145. 


\ Dor Hawkeſworth mentions, in his preface, that the edi- 
tion of A Tale of Tub, printed in 1910, was reviſed and cor- 
rected by the Dean a ſhort time before his underſtanding was 
impaired, and that the correQed copy was, In the year 1960, 
in, the hands of his kinſman, Mr. Deane Swift, 


(4) Jeb. * I would tell truth of the two Georges, or 
of that ſcoundrel, King William.“ Boſwell's Tour to the Hee 
„dei, p. 313. | 

(5) See his letter to Lord Thurlow, in which he ſeems to 
approve of the application (though he was not previouſly con- 
ſulted), thanks his Lordſhip for having made it, and even ſeems 
to expreſs ſome degree of ſurprize and reſentment on the pto- 
poſed addition te his penſion being refuſed, 


L mm ] 
Yet by the eye of faith, in reaſon's ſpite, 
Saw ghoſts and witches, preach'd up /econd fight, 
For o'er his ſoul ſad Superſtition threw vr 


Her gloom, and ting'd his genius with her hue. 

On popiſh ground he takes his high church ſta- 
| tion, | | + Ok 

To ſound myſterious tenets through the nati- 


on 6); 
On 


(6) “If (added Dr. Johnſon) Gop had never ſpoken 


figuratively, we might hold that he ſpeaks literally, when he 
ſays, “ This is my body.” Boſwell's Tow, p. 67,—Here his 
only objection to tranſubſtantiation ſeems to reſt on the ſtyle of 
the Scripture being figurative elſewhere as well as in this paſ« 
ſage, Hence we may infer, that he would otherwiſe have be- 
lieved in it.— But Archbiſhop Tillotſon and Mr. Locke reaſon 
more philoſophically, by aſſerting that“ no docttine, how- 
ever clearly expreſſed in Scripture, is to be admitted, if it 
contradiQ the evidence of our ſenſes : For our evidence for 
the truth of revealed religion is %% than the evidence for the 
truth of our ſenſes, becauſe, ever in the firſt authors of our 
religion, it was no greater; and it is evident it muſt diminiſh 
in paſſing from them to us, through the medium of human teſti» 
mon) .“ 


1 4 1 

On Scotland's kirk he vents a bigot's gall (7), 

Though her young chieftains prophecy like 
Saur (8) 


on Tetty's ſtate his frighted fancy runs (g). 


And Heaven's appeas'd by croſs unbutter'd 
buns (10): | 
He ſleeps and faſts (11), . pens on himſelf a li. 


bel (12), * 


(7) See his converſation with Lord Auchinleck. Boſwell's 
Tour, 
(8) See the Firſt Book of Samuel, ch, x, 

(9) “ And I commend to thy fatherly goodneſs the ſoul of 
my departed wife, beſeeching thee to grant her whaterer | is 
beſt in her preſent ſtate,” Jolinſon's Meditations, 

(10) “ Ireturned home, but could not ſettle my mind. At 
laſt T read a chapter, Then went down about fix or ſeven, 
and eat two croſs bun.“ Meditations, p. 154. 


(11) © I faſted, though lefs rigorouſly than at other times, | 
I by negligence poured ſome milk into my tea.“ 1bjd. p. 146, 
— Yeſterday, I faſted, as I have always, or commonly done, 
fince the death of Tetty :; the faſt was more painful than uſual,” 

(12) « Pyrrosns, | 

% To keep a journal, To begin this day, (Sept. 18, 1766.) 
« To 


[ 13 ] 
And ſtill believes, but never reads the Bible (13). 
Fame ſays, at ſchool, of ſcripture ſcience vain, 
Bell and the Dragon ſmote him on the brain (14): 
Scar'd with the wound, he ſhun'd the Jewiſh 
law, 
And ey'd the Ark with reverential awe (15): 
Let prieſily Sin in a godly fit 
The tale relate, in aid of Holy Writ ; 
Though 


« To ſpend four hours in ſtudy every day, and as much 
s more as I can, 

« 'To read a portion of Scripture in Greek every Sunday, 

« To riſe at eight, —OR, 3d, Of all this I have done no- 
te thing.“ 1bid. 


(13) “I reſolved laſt Eaſter to read, within the year, the 


whole Bible z a great part of which I have never looked upon.“ 
Meditations. 


(14) “have never yet read the Apocrypha, When I was 
a boy I have read or heard Bell and the Dragon.” Meditations, 


(15) See the Firſt Book of Samuel, ch. v. and vi. in which | 
an account is given of the puniſhment of the Phijiſtines for 
lopking into the ark, 


[4] 
Though candid Adams, by whom Davis fell (16), 
Who ancient miracles ſuſtain'd ſo well, 
To recent wonders may deny his aid (17), 
Nor own a pious brother of the trade. 


4 A cowaRD 
(16) The Rev, Dr. Adams of Oxford, diſtinguiſhed for his 
anſwer to David Hume's Eſſay on Miracles, 


(17) From the following letter there is reaſon to apprehend 
that Dr. Adams would not ſupport Mr. Sn, if he ſhould 
add this to the other ſingular anecdotes that he has publiſhed 


relative to Dr. Johnſon, 
| Oxford, Oct. 22d, 1785. 
« Mr. UxBan, 

In your laſt month's Review of Books, you have aſſerted, 
that the publication of Dr. Johnſon's Prayers and Meditations 
appears to have been at the inſtance of Dr. Adams, Maſter of 
| Pembroke College, Oxford. This, I think, is more than you | 
are warranted by the editor's preface to ſay z and is ſo far from 
being true, that Dr. Adams never ſaw a line of theſe compoſi- 
tions, before they appeared in print, nor ever heatd from Dr. 
Johnſon, or the editor, that any ſuch exiſted. Had he been con- 
ſulted about the publication, he would certainly have given 
his vote againſt it: and he therefore hopes, that you will 
clear him, in as public a manner as you can, from being any 
way acceſſaty to it. | | 


Wy, Abbaus.“ 


L 1s ] 
A cowaRD wiſh, long ſtigmatiz d by fame, 
Devotes Mæcenas to eternal ſhame (18); 
Religious Johnſon, future life to gain, 


Would ev'n ſubmit to everlaſting pain: 
How clear, how ſtrong, ſuch kindred colours 


paint 
The Roman epicure and Chriſtian ſaint! 


O, had 


(18) „ Debilem facite manu, 
«© Debilem pede, coxa, 
Tuber abſtrue gibberum ; 
« Lubricos quate dentes, 
« Vita dum ſupereſt, bene eſt: 
% Hanc mihi, vel acuta 
« $i ſedeam cruce, ſuſtine.“ 
Sexec, Eersr, 


Let me but live, the fam'd Mzcenas cries, 
Lame of both hands, and lame in feet and thighs z 
Hump-back'd and toothleſs ;—all convuls'd with pain, 
Ev'n on the croſs, — ſo precious life remain, 


Dr. Johnſon, in his laſt illneſs, is ſaid to have declared (in 
the preſence of Doctor: H. and B.) that he would prefer a 
ſtate of exiſtence in eternal pain to annihilation. 

' 


116 ] 


O, had he liv'd in more enlighten'd times, 


When ſigns from heaven proclaim'd. vile mor- 
tals* crimes, | | | 

How had he groan'd, with ſacred horrors pale, 

When Noah's comet ſhook her angry tail (19); 

That wicked comet, which Will Whiſton ſwore 

Would burn the earth that ſhe had drown'd be- 


fore (20) 
Or 


(16) „This laſt comet (which appeared in the year 1680) 
I may well call the moſt remarkable one that ever appeared 
fince, beſides the former conſideration, I ſhall preſently ſhew, 
that it is no other than that very comet, which came by the 
earth ut the time of Noah's deluge, and which war the canſe of 


the ſame," Whiſton's The:ry of the Earth, p. 188. 


(20) “ Since 575 years appear to be the period of the co« 
met that cauſed the deluge, what a learned friend who way 
the occaſion of my examination of this matter, ſuggeſts, will 
deſcrve to be coalidered z viz. Whether the tory of the phæ- 
nix, that celebrated emblem of the reſurreQion in Chriſtian 
antiquity, (that it returns once after five centuries, and goes to 
the altar and city of the ſun, and is there burnt z and anothe: 


ariſes XI" "I and Carries away the remains of the ſor- 


mer 4 


( wa 


Or when Moll Tofts, by throes parturient vex'd, 
Saw her young rabbits peep from Eſdr a8 


text (21)! 
To 


mer, &c.) be not an allegorical repreſentation of this comet, 
which returns once after five centuries, and goes down to the 
ſun, and is there vehemently heated, and its outward regions 
diſſolved z yet that it flies off again, and carries away what 
remains after that terrible burning, &c. and whether the cen- 
flagration and renovation of things, which ſome ſuch comet 
may bring on the earth, be not hereby prefigured; I will not 
here be poſitive : but I own, that I do not know of any ſolu- 
tion of this famous piece of mythology and hieroglyphics, a3 
this ſeems to be, that can be compared with it.” id. p. 
196, : 
(a1) „ "Tis here foretold [by Eſdras] that there ſhould be 
ſigns in the wemanz and before all others this prediction has 
been verified in the famous rabbit-woman of Surrey, in the days 
of King George I.—This ſtory has been ſo unjuſtly laughed 
out of countenance, that I muſt diſtinAly give my reaſons for 
believing it to be true, and alledging it here as the fulfilling of 
this ancient prophecy before us — 1ſt, The man-midwife, 
Mr. Howard of Godalmin in Surrey, a perſon of very great 
honeſty, {kill and reputation in his profeſſion, atteſted it.— 


It was believed by King George to be real z and it was alſo be- 
C . lie ved 


( 28 ] 


To him ſuch ſigns, prepar'd by myſtick grace, 
Had ſhewn the impending doom of Adam's race, 


Bur who to blaze his frailties feels delight, 
When the great Author riſes to our ſight d 
When the pure tenour of his life we view, 
Himſelf the bright exemplar that he drew ? 
Whoſe works conſole the good, inſtruct the wiſe, 
And teach the ſoul to claim her kindred ſkies, 

By grateful bards his name be ever ſung, 
Whoſe ſterling touch has fix'd the Engliſh tongue ! 


Fortune's 


Leved by my old friends the Speaker and Mr. Samuel Collet, 


as they told me themſelves, and was generally by ſober per- 
ſons in the neighbourhood. Nay Mr. Molyneux, the Prince's 
Secretary, a very inquiſitive perſon, and my very worthy, 
friend, aſſured me he had at firſt ſo · great a diffidence in the 


truth of the fact, and was ſo little biaſſed by the other betievers, 


even by the King himſelf, that he would not be atisfied till 
he was permitted both to ſee and feel the rabbit, in that very 


| paſſage, whence we all tome into this world.” Whiſton's Me- 


moirs, vol. ii. p. 110. 
. : 4 


19 ] 

Fortunc's dire weight, the patron's cold diſdain, 

« Shook off, like dew-drops from the lion's 
mane (22) ;"! 

Unknown, unaided, in a friendleſs ſtate (23), 


Withouß one ſmile of favour from the great; 
The 


(22) ©. The incumbrances of fortune were ſhaken from his 


mind, like dew-drops from the lion's mane.” Johnfon's Pre- 


face to his edition of Shakeſpeare, 


(23) Every reader of ſenſibility muſt be ſtrougly affected by 
the following pathetick paſſages :=* Much of my life has 
been loſt under the preſſures of diſeaſe ; much has been trifled 
away z and much has always been ſpent in proviſion for the 
day that was paſſing over me ; but I ſhall not think my em- 


ployment uſeleſs or ignoble, if by my aſſiſtance foreign nations 


and diſtant ages gain acceſs to the propagators of knowledge, 


and underſtand the teachers of truth; if my labours afford 
light to the repoſitories of ſcjence, and add celebrity to Bacon, 


to Hooker, to Milton, and to Boyle.” — 


In this work, when it ſhall be found that much is omit= 


ted, let it not be forgotten that much likewiſe is performed 7 
and though no book was even ſpared out of tenderneſs to the 
author, and the world is little ſolicitous to know whence pro- 


cceded the faults of that which it condemns, yet it may gratify 
C 2 | curioſity 


/ 


1 


The bulky tome his curious care refines, 


Till the great work in full perfection ſhines : 
His wide reſearch and patient ſkill diſplays 


What ſcarce was ſketch'd in AnNa's golden 


days (240 
What only learning's aggregated toil 
Slowly accompliſh'd in each foreign ſoil (25). 
Yet to the mine though the rich coin he trace, 
No current marks his early eſſays grace ; 
For in each page we find a maſſy ſtore 
Of Engliſh bullion mix'd with Latian ore: 
In 


cutioſity to inform it, that the EML Dicrtonany was 
written with little afi/tance of the learned, and without any pa- 
tronage of the great; wot in the ſoft obſeurities of retirement, of 
wmider the ſbelter of academick bowerr, but amidft inconvenience 


end diflra4ion, in fickneſt and in ſorrow."? Preface to Dr. John- 


ſon's DiQionary, 

(24) See Swift's letter to Lord Oxford for the inſtitution of 
an academy to improve and ux the Engliſh language. 

(25) The great French and Italian DiQionaries were not 
the produQions of an individual, but were compiled by a body 
of Academicans in each country, . 


—_—  aM a a. Le 


( ar J 


In ſolemn pomp, with pedantry combin'd, 

He vents the morbid ſadneſs of his mind (26) ; 
In ſcientifick phraſe affects to ſmile, 

Form'd on [Brown's turgid Latin-Engliſh ſtyle 


(27); 
Where 


(26) © In times and regions ſo disjoined from each other, 
that there can ſcarcely be imagined any communication of ſen- 
timents, either by commerce or tradition, has prevailed a ge- 
neral and uniform expeQation of propitiating Gop by corporal 
auſterities, of anticipating his vengeance by voluntary inflie- 
tions, and appeaſing his juſtice by a ſpeedy and chearful ſub- 
miſſion to a leſs penalty when a greater is incurred,” Ra 


bler, No. 110, 


(27) The ſtyle of the Ramblers ſeems to have been formed 
on that of Sir Thomas Brown's YValgar Errers and Chriftien 


Merals, ' 


« But ice is water congealed by the frigidity of the air, 
whereby it acquireth no new form, but rather a conſiſtence or 
determination of its defluency, and amitteth not its eſſence, 
but condition of fluidity, Neither doth there any thing pro- 
perly conglaciate but water, or watery humidity, for the deter- 


mination of quiekſilver is properly fixation, that of milk coagu«» 
lation, 


[ 22 1 


Where oft the abſtract in Riff Nate preſides (28), 
And members, meaſur'd periods guides: 
But all propriety his Ramblers mock, 
When Betty prates from Newtown and from 
Locke; | 
When no diverſity we trace between 
The lofty moraliſt and gay fifteen v. 
Yet 


lation, and that of oil and unQuous bodies only incraſſation," 
Is this written by Brown or Johnſon ? 


(a8) In the Ramblers the abſtra too often occurs inſtead of 
the concrete one of Dr, Johnſon's peculiarities, 


® See Victoria's Letter, Ramnunn, No. 130.—“ I was 
never permitted to ſleep till I had paſſed through the coſmetick 
diſcipline, part of which was a regular luſtration performed 
with bean-flower water and may dewsz my hair was perfumed 
with a variety of unguents, by ſome of which it was to be 
thickened, and by others to be curled, The ſoftneſs of my 
| hands was ſecured by medicated gloves, and my boſom rubbed 
with a pomade prepared by my mother, of vittue to diſcuſs 
pimples, and clear diſcolorations,” 


A 


L 23 J 
Yet genius ſtill breaks through the encumbering 


phraſe ; 


His taſte we cenſure, but the work we praiſe : - 
There learning beams with fancy's brilliant 

dyes, 5 
Vivid as lights that gild the northern ſkies; 
Man's complex heart he bares to open day, 
Clear as the priſm unfolds the blended ray : 
The picture from his mind aſſumes its hue, 


The ſhade's too dark, but the deſign ſtill true. 


Tuovon Johnſon's merits thus I freely ſcan, 
And paint the foibles of this wond'rous man ; 
Yet can I coolly read, and not admire, 

When Learning, Wit and-Poetry conſpire 

To ſhed a radiance o'er his moral page, 

And ſpread truth's ſacred light to many an age: 
For all his works with innate luſtre ſhine, 


Strength all his own, and energy divine : 
| While 


[ #4 |] 


While through Mels mare he darts his plereſug 
| view, 
His mind expantive to the object grew, 


Is judgment keen he arts the erltlek's part, 
By reaſun proves the feellugs of the leart : 
In thought profound, in nature's Rudy Wiſe, 
Bliews from What ſource our fine ſenfations Fife; 
With truth, preeifion, faney's elalms defines, 
And throws new fplendour cer the poet's lines 


(29). 


Wurn ſpecious ſophiſts with preſumption ſcan 
The ſource of evil, hidden ſlill from man (30); 
Revive 


(29) See his admirable Liver of the Ports, and particularly 
bis Diſquiſition on metaphiſical and religious poetry, 


(30) See his Review of Soame Jennings's Eſay on the Origin 
ef Emily a maſter-piece of compoſition, both for vigour of 
ſtyle and preciſion of ideas, 
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Revive Arablan tales (3 1), and valnly hepe 

To rival St. John, and his feholar, Pepe (48) ; 
Though metaphyſleks ſpread the gloom of night, 
By reaſbn's lar he guides our aching fight 1 
The bounds of knowledge marks; and peliits 

the way 

To pathleſs waſtes, where Wilder'd ſages fray 4 
Where, like a farthing linkboy, 1 ftands, 
And the dim tereh drops frem his feeble hands, 


IMPRBSSLVB truth, in ſplendid fiftion dreſt 
(33), { | 

Checks the vain wiſh, and calms the troubled 

breaſt; 

| O'er 


(3:) Pope's or rather Bolingbroke's ſyſtem was borrowed 
from the Arabian metaphyſicians, 


(32) The ſcheme of the Eſay en Man was given by Lord 
Bolingbroke to Pope, 


(33) See that ſublime and beautiful Tale, The Prince of 
Abyſſinia ; and The Rambler, No. 65, 204, &c. &c. 
3 g 
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O'er the dark mind a light eeleſtlal throws, 
And ſooths the angry paſſions to repoſo 

As oil effus'd illumes and ſmooths the deep (34). 
When round the bark the ſwelling ſurges ſweep, 


With various ſtores of erudition traught, 
The lively image, the deep-ſearching thought, 
| Slept in repoſe but when the moment preſs'd, 
The bright ideas ſtood at once confeſs'd (35); 
8 : Inſtant 


(34) © The world is diſpoſed to call this a diſcovery of Dr. 
Franklin's (from his paper inſerted in the Philoſophical Tranſ- 
actions), but in this they are much miſtaken, Pliny, Plu- 
tarch, and other naturaliſts were acquainted with it.—“ Ea 
natura eſt olei, ut lucem afferat, ac tranquillat omnia, etiam 


mate, quo non aliud elementum implacabilius.“ Memoirs of 
the Society of Mancheſter, 


(35) Dr. Johnſon's extraordinary facility of compoſition is 
well known from many circumſtances, He wrote forty pages 
of the Life of Savage in one night. He compoſed ſeventy lines 
of his Imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juvenal, and wrote 
them down from memory, without altering a word. In the 
Prologue on opening Drury-Lane theatre, he changed but one 

| word 


| 
| 
N 
; 
] 


--L I 
laſtant hls genius ſped lis vigorous rays, 
And o'er the letter'd world diffus d a blaze: 


As womb'd with fire the cloud electrlek flies, 
And calmly o'er the horizon ſeems to riſe ; 
Touch'd by the pointed ſteel, the lightning flows; 


And all the expanſe with rich effulgence glows. 


SOFT-E YED compaſſion with a look benign, 
His fervent vows he offer'd at thy ſhrine ; 
To guilt, to woe, the ſacred debt was paid (36), 
And helpleſs females bleſs'd his pious aid, 
| Snatch'd 


word, and that in compliment to Mr. Garrick. Some of his 
Ramblers were written while the printer's meſſenger was wait- 
ing to carry the copy to the preſs. Many of the [dlers were 
written at Oxford: Dr. Johnſon often began his taſk only juſt 
in time not to miſs the poſt, and ſent away the paper without 
reading it over, 


(36) The dignifyed and affecting letter written by him to 
the King in the name of Doctor Dodd, after his condemnation, 


is jultly, and, I believe, univerſally admired, His benevo- 


Dag? lence, 
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Snatch'd from diſeaſe, and want's abandon'd 
crew, 
Deſpair and anguiſh from their victims flew : 
Hope's ſoothing balm into their boſom's ſtole, 
And tears of penitence reſtor'd the ſoul. 


Bor hark, he ſings! the ſtrain ev'n Pope ad- 
mires ; f 
Indignant Virtue her own bard inſpires; 
Sublime as Juvenal, he pours his lays (437), 


And with the Roman ſhares congenial praiſe — 
In 


lence, indeed, was uniform and unbounded, —T have been aſ- 
ſured, that he has often been ſo much affected by the ſight of 
ſeveral unfortunate women, whom he has ſeen almoſt periſhing 
in the ſtreets, that he has taken them to his own houſe z had 
them attended with care and tenderneſs ; and, on theit reco- 
vety, closthed, and placed them in @ way of life to earn their 
bread by honeſt induſtry, | 


(45) London, a Satire, and 7%. V, anity of Human hen, Ats 
both [imitated from Juvenal. On the publication of Lender In 
| | 193% 
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In glowing numbers now he fires the age, 


And Shakeſpeare's ſun relumes the clouded 
ſtage (38). 


So full his mind with images was fraught, 
The rapid trains ſcarce claim'd a ſecond thought ; 
And with like eaſe his vivid lines aſſume 
The garb and dignity of ancient Rome.— 

Let college verſemen flat conceits expreſs, 
Trick'd out in ſplendid ſhreds of Virgil's dreſs; 
From playful Ovid cull the tinſel phraſe, 


And vapid notions hitch in pilfer'd lays ; 
. Then 


1538, Mr. Pope was ſo much ſtruck by it, that he deſired 
Mr. Dodſley, his bookſeller, to find out the author. Dodfley 
having ſought him in vain for ſome time, Mr. Pope ſaid, he 
would very ſoun be deere Afterwards Mr. Richardſon, the 


palnter, found out Mr. Johnſon, and Mr, Pope tecvititnended 
him to Lord Gower, 


(38) see the Prologue (poken by Mr, Gartick in 1947, en 
the openipg of Drury=Lane theatre, 


30 ] 
Then with Moſaick art the piece combine, 
And boaſt the glitter of each dulcet line: 
Johnſon adventur d boldly to transfuſe 
His vigorous ſenſe into the Latian muſe; 
Aſpir'd to ſhine by unreflected light, 
And with a Roman's ardour think and write. 
He felt the tune ſul Nine his breaſt inſpire, 
And, like a maſter, wak'd the “ ſoothing lyre : 
Horatian ſtrains a grateful heart proclaim, 
While Sky's wild rocks reſound his Thialia's 
Name | | 
Heſperia's plant, in ſome leſs ſkillful hands, 
To bloom a while, faclitious heat demands ; , 
Though glowing Maro a faint warmth ſup» 


U 


plies, 
The ſickly bloſſom in the hot-houſe dies : 
By Johnſon's genial culture, art, and toil, 
Its root ſtrikes deep, and owns the foſt'ring foil; 
Imbibes 


% Inter ignete ſtrepitus loquelzr,” —Ode to Mrs, Thrale. 
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Imbibes our ſan through all its ſwelling veins, 


And grows a native of Britannia's plains. 


How few diſtinguiſh'd of the ſtudious'train 
At the gay board their empire can maintain! 
In their own books intomb'd their wiſdom lies ; 
Too dull for talk, their Now coffeptions riſe 2 
Yet the mute author, of his writings proud, 
For wit unſhewn claims homage from the crowd ; 
As thread-bure miſers, by mean avarice ſchool'd, 
Expect obeiſance from thelr hidden gold. 

In converſe quick, impetuous Johnſon preſs'd 


His weighty logick, or ſarcaſtic jeſt; 
Strong in the chace, and nimble in the turns 
(39), 
For victory ſtill his fervid ſpirit burns; 
Subtle 


(39) “ A good continued ſpeech (ſays Bacon in his Es- 
savs) without a good ſpeech of iaterlocution, ſhews flow- 
neſs z 


SEES 
Subtle, when wrong, invincible when right, 
Arm'd at all points, and glorying in his might, 
Gladiator-like, he traverſes the field, 
And ſtrength and ſkill compel the foe to yield. 
Yet have I ſeen him, with a milder air, 
Encircled by the witty and the fair, 
Ev'n in old age ith placid mien rejoice 
At beauty's ſmile, and beauty's flattering voice.— 
With Reynolds' pencil, vivid, bold, and true, 
80 fervent Boſwell gives him to our view. 
In every trait we ſee his mind expand ; 
The maſter riſes by the pupil's hand ; 

We 
neſs; and a good reply or ſecond ſpeech, without a good ſet-. 
tled ſpeech, ſheweth ſhallowneſs and weakneſs, As we ſee 
in beaſts, that thoſe that are weakeſt in the courſe, are yet 
nimble/? in the turn ; as it is betwixt the greyhound and the 
hare,” —If this obſervation be juſt, Dr. Johnſon is an excep- 
tion to the rule; for he was certainly as frog ©* in the courſe, 
as nimble in the turn; as ready in “ reply,” as in * a ſet- 


tled ſpeech.” 


® 
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We love the writer, praiſe his happy vein, 

Grac'd with the naivet6 of the ſage Montaigne. 

Hence not alone are brighter parts diſplay'd, 

But ev'n the ſpecks of character portray'd ; 

We ſee the Rambler with faſtidious ſmile 

Mark the lone tree, and note the heath-clad 
iſe; . 

Bui when the heroick tale of Flora charms (40), 

Deck'd in a kilt, he wields a chieftain's arms: 

The tuneful piper ſounds a martial ſtrain, ; 

And Samuel ſings, © The King ſhall have his 
ain ;” 

Two Georges in his loyal zeal are flur'd (41), 

A gracious pen/on only ſaves the third /— 


By Nature's gifts ordain'd mankind to rule, 
He, like a Titian, form'd his brilliant ſchool, | 
a And 


(%) The celebrated Flora Macdonald, See Boſwell's Tow, 
(41) See Note 4. 
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And taught congenial ſpirits to excel, 

While from his lips impreſſive wiſdom fell. 

Our boaſted Gol psM1TH felt the ſov'reign ſway ; 
To him we owe his ſweet yet nervous lay. 
To Fame's proud cliff he bad our Raphael riſe; 

Hence ReynoLps! pen with ReynoLps' pencil 


vyes. 7 


While Johnſon's flame melodious Burney glows 
(42), 

While the grand ſtrain in ſmoother cadence 

flows. 

And thou, MaLonst, to critick learning dear, 

Correct and elegant, refin'd, though clear, 

By ſtudying him, firſt form'd that claſſick taſte, 

Which high in Shakſpeare's fane thy ſtatue 
| plac'd, : | 


Near 


(44) Dr. Butney's Hillery of Muſick is equally diſtinguiſhed 
ſor elegance and perſpicuity of ſtyle, and for ſcientific know- 
ledge. 
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Near Johnſon SrERVRx S ſtands, on ſcenic ground, 

Acute, laborious, fertile, and profound. 

Ingenious HAwEESwOR TH to this ſchool we owe, 

And ſcarce the pupil from the tutor know. 

Here early parts (43) accompliſh'd Joxxs' ſu- 
blimes, | 

And ſcience blends with Aſia'@fty rhimes: 

Harmonious Joyss ! ! who in; his ſplendid ſtrains 

Sings Camdeo's' ſports, on Agra's flowery plains; 

In Hindu's fictions while we fondly trace 

Love and the Mufes, deck'd with Attick grace 


(44). 
Amid 


(43) Sir William Jones produced that learned and ingeni- 
ous works, Pocſyet Hflatice Commentarii, at a very early age, 


(44) “ The Hindu God, to whom the following poem is 
addreſſed, appears evidently the ſame with the Grecian Ex 08, 
and the Roman Cu yt vo,—His favoutite place of reſort is a 
large tract of country round Ag, and principally the plains 
of Matra, where Katsiw alſo and the nine Gorta, who 
ire clearly the Apollo and Muſes of the Gteeks, uſually ſpend 

E 2 the 
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Amid theſe names can BosweLL be forgot, 

Scarce by North Britons now eſteem'd a Scot ? 

Who to the ſage devoted from his youth, 

Imbib'd from him the ſacred love of truth ; 

'The keen reſearch, the exerciſe of mind, 

And that beſt art, the art to know mankind. 

Nor was his en confin'd alone 

To friends around his philoſophlek throne; 

Its influence wide improv'd our letter'd iſle, 

And lucid vigour mark'd the general ſtyle: 

As Nile's proud waves, ſwol'n from their oory 

bed, | 

Firſt o'er the neighbouring meads majeſtic ſpread ; 
Till 

the night with muſle and dance,” Preface to the Hy Mw te 


Campeo, tranſlated from the Hindu language inte Perſian, 
and re-tranſlated by bir William Jones, - 


There can be little doubt, conſidering the antiquity and 
early civiliſation of Hindoſtan, that both the philoſophy and 
beautiful mythology of the Greeks were drawn from that part 
of Aſia, 
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Till gathering ſorce they more and more expand, 


And with new virtue fertiliſe the land. 


Tus ſings the Muſe, to Johnſon's memory 
juſt, 
And ſcatters praiſe and cenſure o'er his duſt ; 
For through each checker'd ſg a contraſt ran, 
Too ſad a proof, how great, ke. is man! 
Though o'er his paſſions conſcience help the 
rein, 
He ſhook at diſmal phantoms of the brain : 
A boundleſs faith that noble mind debas'd, 
By piercing wit, energick reaſon grac'd! 
A generous Briton (44), yet he ſeem's to hope 
For James's grandſon, and for James's Pope: 
| Though 


(45) When Dr. Johnſon repeated to Mr. Boſwell Gold- 
ſaith's beautiful eulogiums on the Engliſh nation, his eyes 
filled with tears, —Boſwell's Tour, p. 431.—See allo the Diſ- 
ſertation on the Bravery of the Engliſh common Soldiers, at 
the end of the [dler. | 
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Though proudly ſplenetick, yet idly vain, 
Accepted flattery, and dealt diſdain.— 
Een ſhades like theſe, to brilliancy ally'd, 


May comfort fools, and curb the Sage's pride. 


Yer Learning's ſons, who o'er his foibles 


mourn, 0 


To lateſt time ſhall fondly view his urn; 


And wond'ring praiſe, to human frailties blind, 
Talents and virtues of the brighteſt kind; 
Revere the man, with various knowledge ſtor'd, 


Who ſcience, arts, and life's whole ſcheme ex- 


plor'd; 
Who firmly ſcorn'd, when in a lowly Nate, 
To flatter vice, or court the vain and great (46); 
Whoſe heart till felt a ſympathetick glow, 
Prompt to relieve man's variegated woe; 
| Who 


(46) It is obſervable that Dr. Johnſon did not pteſix a dedi- 
cation to any one of his various works, 


* 
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Who even ſhar'd his talents with his friends 


(47); | 
By noble means who aim'd at noble ends (48); 


Whoſe ardent hope, intenſely fix'd on high, 


Saw future bliſs with intellectual eye. 
Still in his breaſt Religion held her ſway, 


Diſcloſing viſions of celeſtial | 
And gave his ſoul, amidſt this world of rife, 
The bleſt reverſion of eternal life: 

\ By 


(47) The papers in the ADvenTURER, ſigned with the 
letter T, are commonly attributed to one of Dr, Johnſon's 
earlieſt and moſt intimate friends, Mr. Bathurſt z but there is 
good reaſon to believe that they were written by Dr. Johnſon, 
and given by him to his friend. At that time Dr. Johnſon was 
himſelf engaged in writing the Rambler, and could ill afford 
to make a preſent of his labouts. The various other pieces 
that he gave away, have beſtowed fame, and probably fortune, | 
on ſeveral perſons. To the great diſgrace of ſome of his cleri= ; 
cal friends, forty ſermons, which he himſelf tells us he wrote, 7 
have not yet been deterre, 


(48) “Who noble ends by noble means obtains.” 
| Port. 


0 
1 5 * ] | 
| | By this diſpell'd, each doubt and horror flies, 
N And calm at length in holy peace he dies. 
| þ-.| 
| Tux ſculptur'd trophy, and imperial buſt, 
{' That proudly riſe around his hallow'd duſt, 
i I , Shall mould'ring fall, by Time's low hand de- 
1 cay'd, HS „ 
1 But the bright Med of virtue ne'er ſhall fade. 


Exulting Genius ſtamps his ſacred name, 


i Enroll'd for ever in the dome of Fame. 


1 THE EN b. 
. 

U 

„ | 


2 


i 
25553 „ „„ 1 „ 383 LT — — . 
” dl by $994, ee nd; we * , 029. A I. ae - * * 


